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Kemi an 8-year-old African immigrant girl is super excited about her first day of school in
America! She has been dreaming about this day for weeks and can’t wait to meet her teacher
and new classmates. However, her first day of school does not go as planned, when her
classmates start asking her hurtful questions about Africa. Kemi is confused and doesn’t
understand why her classmates have such negative questions and comments about the
continent. With the help of her father, she understands the origin of those questions and decides
to show her classmates a different side of her culture. This book is a perfect way to expose kids
to cultural diversity and sensitivity by encouraging them to ask polite questions when curious
about other cultures.

About the AuthorSola Togun-Butler is an Assistant Professor and Clinical Therapist who
immigrated to the United States from Nigeria in 1988. She currently lives in New York with her
husband and two children. Sola has made it her mission to show others a different perspective
on the African continent. She conducts free presentations entitled, "Challenging Myths about
Africa". --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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This book is dedicated to God, my family, and friends for empowering me to fight for my dreams
and never give up.

Kemi was so excited; she could barely sleep. In five hours, she will be going to school in
America! Kemi had been dreaming of this day since she left Nigeria with her family three weeks
ago.

Kemi looked around her room to make sure that her dress and shoes were where she had
placed them. As she laid in bed, she thought about the school, her classmates and her teachers.
“I wonder if my new teacher will be as strict as my teachers in Nigeria.” “Will my teacher like me?”
Will my classmates be friendly?” The next thing she knew, her father was knocking at the door
telling her to get up and get ready for school.

Kemi jumped out of bed and got ready for school as fast as she could. She was so excited, she
refused to eat breakfast despite her mother’s persistence and wanted to get to the bus stop as
soon as possible. “Hurry up daddy!” she said, “I don’t want to miss the bus on my first day of
school in America!”



Ebony, “Cultural Diversity. Where do you keep the Lions is a great way to begin discussing
cultural diversity with your children. My 9-year-old daughter and I read it together and it was a
great start in her learning about cultural diversity and what it means to not just tolerate but
embrace differences. Suitable for older children as well, if just to begin a starting point for
discussion. Recommend to teachers to help with bullying and diversity and parents to begin
having those difficult conversations about the world we ALL live in.”

Carole Morgan, “Easy read and educational. Where Do You Keep the Lions is a great book to
read to children. It gives a child's viewpoint of attending a new school then her confusion on how
the other children perceive her former home in Nigeria. I recommend it to parents and to
teachers.”

Claire Martin, “Excellent book! Can't wait for the sequel!. Excellent book to help children
understand how hurtful misinformation and assumptions about particular cultural groups can be.
Also, great book to help children understand the importance of taking the time to learn about
others.”

Tony M, “excellent book on cultural differences. Great message for children on how to be
culturally sensitive.  Nice illustrations that kept a young reader engaged.”

karla_85, “Making Society Better, One Book At A Time!. After having read "Where Do You Keep
the Lions" by Sola Togun-Butler, Ph.D., I can definitely see where her inspiration began when it
came to educating others as an amazing social worker and educator. It is beautiful how she
used a similar experience in her childhood to create this book (in a child's perspective) to
educate youth about empathy and the importance of learning/understanding different cultures.
The author shows that no matter how different we may seem depending on our backgrounds, we
are all still the same, deserving acceptance, kindness, and love. I highly recommend this book
for your children, your classroom, etc.!”

Karen, “Great story that has a great message. Great message about not judging others, their
homeland, their lifestyles. Teaching kids to ask questions and be sensitive to others' feelings
and to teach kids that not everything you see on TV is real. So many lessons.”

The book by Sola Togun-Butler Ph.D. has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 11 people have provided
feedback.
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